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/* -*- Mode: C++; tab-width: 2; indent-tabs-mode: nil; c-basic-offset: 2 -*- */ 
/* ***** BEGIN LICENSE BLOCK ***** 
 * Version: MPL 1.1/GPL 2.0/LGPL 2.1 
 * 
 * The contents of this file are subject to the Mozilla Public License Version 
 * 1.1 (the "License"); you may not use this file except in compliance with 
 * the License. You may obtain a copy of the License at 
 * http://www.mozilla.org/MPL/ 

…. 
 * Portions created by the Initial Developer are Copyright (C) 2002 
 * the Initial Developer. All Rights Reserved. 
 * 
 * Contributor(s): 
  *  Brian Ryner <bryner@brianryner.com> 

…. 
 * decision by deleting the provisions above and replace them with the notice 
 * and other provisions required by the GPL or the LGPL. If you do not delete 
 * the provisions above, a recipient may use your version of this file under 
 * the terms of any one of the MPL, the GPL or the LGPL. 
 * 
 * ***** END LICENSE BLOCK ***** */ 

#include "nsXULAppAPI.h" 
#ifdef XP_WIN 
#include <windows.h> 

License 
(MPL+GPL+LGPL)

Copyright 
statement

Copyright 
yearContributor

Software License Example
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License Exceptions
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As a special exception to the GNU General Public 
License, if you distribute this file as part of a program or 
library that is built using GNU Libtool, you may include 
this file under the same distribution terms that you use 

for the rest of that program. 
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As a special exception to the GNU General Public License, if you 
distribute this file as part of a program or library that is built using 
GNU Libtool, you may include this file under the same distribution 
terms that you use for the rest of that program.
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Categorization of Exceptions

• Added by a third party and applicable to reused 
components embedded into the client software

• Added to clarify or expand use of the software

As a special exception, you may use this file as part of a free software 
library without restriction. Specifically, if other files instantiate 
templates or use macros or inline functions from this file, or you 
compile this file and link it with other files to produce an executable, 
this file does not by itself cause the resulting executable to be 
covered by the GNU General Public License. This exception does not 
however invalidate any other reasons why the executable file might be 
covered by the GNU General Public License

MIF Exception
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Categorization of Exceptions

• Added by a third party and applicable to reused 
components embedded into the client software

• Added to clarify or expand use of the software 

• Added to allow linking to a library under a license 
that is not GPL compatible

In addition, as a special exception, the copyright holders give
permission to link the code of portions of this program with the
OpenSSL library under certain conditions as described in each
individual source file, and distribute linked combinations
including the two. 

You must obey the GNU General Public License in all respects
for all of the code used other than OpenSSL. If you modify 
file(s) with this exception, you may extend this exception to your 
version of the file(s), but you are not obligated to do so.  If you 
do not wish to do so, delete this exception statement from your 
version.  If you delete this exception statement from all source 
files in the program, then also delete it here. 

OpenSSL Exception



https://www.cnet.com/news/mysql-addresses-open-source-license-problem/

MySQL and FOSS Exception
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http://www.infoworld.com/article/2624774/techology-business/update--oracle-awarded--1-3-billion-in-sap-lawsuit.html

Copyright Implications

http://www.infoworld.com/article/2624774/techology-business/update--oracle-awarded--1-3-billion-in-sap-lawsuit.html
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http://softwareengineering.stackexchange.com/questions/105344/is-there-a-chart-for-helping-me-decide-between-open-source-licenses

Developer Difficulty

http://softwareengineering.stackexchange.com/questions/105344/is-there-a-chart-for-helping-me-decide-between-open-source-licenses


http://www.protecode.com/choosing-open-source-license-infogrpahic/

Resources to Help Pick
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https://choosealicense.com/

Resources to Help Pick



Limited Impact of Resources
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Identifying Licensing

http://www.zdnet.com/article/github-improves-open-source-licensing-polices/

42 percent of GitHub projects actually have embedded licenses
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How do I figure out 
the licensing?!



Identifying Licensing

Licensing of All Files
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http://www.itworld.com/article/2832379/it-management/gpl--copyleft-use-declining-faster-than-ever.html

Licensing Can Change

http://www.itworld.com/article/2832379/it-management/gpl--copyleft-use-declining-faster-than-ever.html
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Change Can Be Costly

https://www.coreinfrastructure.org/news/announcements/2017/03/openssl-re-licensing-apache-license-v-20-encourage-broader-use-other-foss
https://www.coreinfrastructure.org/news/announcements/2017/03/openssl-re-licensing-apache-license-v-20-encourage-broader-use-other-foss


https://www.coreinfrastructure.org/news/announcements/2017/03/openssl-re-licensing-apache-license-v-20-encourage-broader-use-other-
foss

Change Can Be Costly

https://www.coreinfrastructure.org/news/announcements/2017/03/openssl-re-licensing-apache-license-v-20-encourage-broader-use-other-foss
https://www.coreinfrastructure.org/news/announcements/2017/03/openssl-re-licensing-apache-license-v-20-encourage-broader-use-other-foss


https://www.coreinfrastructure.org/news/announcements/2017/03/openssl-re-licensing-apache-license-v-20-encourage-broader-use-other-
foss

Change Can Be Costly

https://www.coreinfrastructure.org/news/announcements/2017/03/openssl-re-licensing-apache-license-v-20-encourage-broader-use-other-foss
https://www.coreinfrastructure.org/news/announcements/2017/03/openssl-re-licensing-apache-license-v-20-encourage-broader-use-other-foss


Identifying Licensing



Open Challenges
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